
  

 

 

The 2011 AGM  
 
In order to keep our members engaged with the work 

we do here at Co-operatives South East, we offered 

members a bursary to host this yearõs AGM and event 

and Community Empowerment in Portsmouth took up 

the challenge. 

 

Over 50 delegates attended ôA Co-operative Cluster in 

Portsmouthõ which was held at the John Pounds Centre 

and fifteen organisations took the opportunity to host an 

exhibition stand.*   

 

Feedback showed delegates found it a worthwhile ses-

sion which gave them a better understanding of sustaina-

bility and co-operative approaches to this as well as a general understanding of co-operatives. 

 

James Shaddock, Community Empowermentõs Strategic Development Manager, explained ôWe had been looking 

to hold an event to promote our work with new co-operatives in Portsmouth. We were also looking at trying 

to reach out to those outside the co-operative movement, particularly decision makers in the community, pub-

lic sector and local government, in order to promote co-operation, given the growing interest in such areas as 

public service mutuals etc.õ 

 

ôThe bursary allowed Community Empowerment to expand the event to include their own AGM and exhibi-

tion alongside Co-operatives South Eastõs AGM.  The bursary covered the costs of venue hire and equipment, 

catering and printing.õ 

 

James said ôThe Co-operative Cluster is made up of several co-

operatives developed through funding from the Co-operative Enter-

prise Hub, all of which have a green/environmental/ecological/

sustainable theme.   The members of the cluster are: Portsmouth Eco-

logical Co-operative Society; Southsea Greenhouse; Solent Bike Hub; 

Blooming Rubbish!; Fayreshare Farms and Fairly Traded.õ 

 

Although the Cluster is not a formal body, Community Empower-

ment believes that the grow-

ing co-operation between 

the organisations means 

thereõs a possibility that a 

secondary co-operative or 

consortium could be formed 

once they are all fully trad-

ing. 
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* Stand holders: Blooming Rubbish!, 

Community First for Portsmouth, Co-
operative Admin Solutions, Co-operatives 
South East, Co-operatives UK, Cycle 

Training UK, Midcounties Co-operative, 
Portsmouth Ecological Co-operative Socie-
ty, Portsmouth Shopmobility, Shared Inter-

est, Solent Bike Hub, Southsea Green-
house, Sustain/Making Local Food Work, 
The Community Empowerment Group, 

The Co-operative Group. 

Jo White, Director of Co-operatives South East 
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Bursaries  
 
For the second year running, in order to mark Co-

operatives Fortnight, we offered bursaries to our mem-

bers to help them hold an event of some kind.  The 

only stipulation was that the bursaries had to be used 

for something which reflected this yearõs theme òYours 

to Shareó. 

 

As usual, creativity abounded and a variety of events were organised all over the region, from afternoon tea and 

rounders in the park through to a photographic competition.  We asked the co-operatives who applied for bur-

saries to tell us about their events: 
 

Bursary Case Study - The True 

Food Coop  in Reading put their bursary to-

wards the printing costs of a folder for their new 

membership pack.  The folders were launched at an 

event in their shop in Reading on 9th July.  True 

food had planned a later launch but the bursary al-

lowed them to produce these much sooner.  Twen-

ty people attended including the local Green Party 

Councillor, Melanie Eastwood.   

 

Helen Wright, from True Food, said ôwe had the 

opportunity to talk in depth to Melanie about True 

Food.  She knew about us but it was a chance to fill 

her in on what we are about - she even joined!õ 

 

During Co-operatives Fortnight, True Food also 

gained 58 signatures on the Co-operatives UK peti-

tion to narrow the gap between rich and poor.   

 

Helen said ôperhaps with all the new, keen volunteers we attract with the packs we'll be able to do something 

bigger next year....õ 

 

For more information visit their new website at www.truefood.coop.  

 

 

 

continued from page one . . 

 
James continued ôwe used the event to develop contacts and business opportunities which we hope will be bene-

ficial to us in the future and also to the community and co-operative movement in the Portsmouth area.õ 

 

ôThe event fitted in perfectly with the Co-operatives Fortnight theme ôYours to Shareõ as it promoted the idea of 

co-operation to the community; demonstrated how co-operatives can be an effective means of empowering 

communities to support one another and also shared best practice.   Non members were invited to the AGM 

and the seminars were led by the Co-operative Cluster.õ 

 

James was delighted with the outcomes which included the development of contacts; the forging of links be-

tween the various co-operatives and community organisations present and the promotion of co-operation to a 

diverse audience.  For more information on Community Empowerment, visit www.empower.coop.    

 

The Co-operatives South East AGM attracted 9 members and 29 other attendees and the minutes are available 

from the website at www.cooperatives-se.coop.   
 

http://www.truefood.coop
http://www.empower.coop
http://www.cooperatives-se.coop


3 

 

 

Would You Like to Host the 2012 AGM?  
 

A bursary will be offered to members of Co-operatives South East to host next yearõs AGM along-

side an event of their choice.  The AGM will take place on Tuesday 3rd July so if youõd like to get 

involved, email us to info@cooperatives-se.coop. 
 

 

 

Bursary Case Study - 
Westmill  Wind Farmõs 
participation in Co-operatives Fortnight 

saw them hosting a site visit for local 

primary and secondary schools to con-

tinue their work on sustainable energy 

projects which had been carried out 

over several weeks within their own 

schools.  This took place on Friday 

24th June and was followed by a public 

open day on Saturday 25th which pro-

moted sustainable energy and co-

operative principles.  The bursary 

helped towards the costs of toilet hire 

and the marquee used for the event and 

around 400 people attended.   

 

ôWe received overwhelmingly positive support for the wind farm and solar park from ordinary members of the 

publicõ commented Colin Bell.  ôThe bursary was very helpful for what was deliberately planned as a low key, 

local event but next year weõre planning a much larger one.õ    For more information visit www.westmill.coop.  

 

Bursary Case Study - The Sail 
Boat Project thought the Bursary was a good 

opportunity to promote their co-operative both in 

Brighton and across the South East Region.  The open day 

held on 2nd July, attracted 25 people and its main aim was 

to launch their recently refurbished yacht Karic.    

 

The weather was perfect and a couple of short trips were 

made around the marina under a sky almost as blue as the 

boat itself!  For the majority of the day though, the yacht 

was moored up in the harbour allowing people to take a 

tour as they pleased.    

  

The bursary paid for publicity prior to the event and for 

refreshments, badges, and stickers on the day.  Dhara 

Thompson said ôwithout the bursary we probably would-

nõt have held the event but it was great to be able to 

show people the boat and what we've achieved in recent 

months.õ   

 

For more information visit www.sailboatproject.org.  

mailto:info@cooperatives-se.coop
http://www.westmill.coop
http://www.sailboatproject.org


4 

 

 

Bursary Case Study - Out of Town Housing Co -op and The Cowley  
Club  got together on Saturday 9th July to organise a rounders event and afternoon tea.   

 

There were about 50 players by the end of 

the game which ran on into the early even-

ing.  The weather was perfect, nice and hot 

but with a cool breeze.  

 

Sarah Starkey said ôwe applied for the bur-

sary as we wanted the day to feel a treat, 

not to be too much work and to look well 

thought out. When all co-op members give 

their own time and energy constantly, for 

no money, it was nice to be able to feel 

celebratory.  We would have held the 

event without the bursary but it would 

have been a little more haphazard!õ 

 

 

 

Sarah used the bursary to purchase a proper 

rounders set and to pay for food and drink, hir-

ing catering flasks to keep the tea warm and for a 

nice bottle of bubbly as a prize for the winning 

team. 

 

Sarah added ôa lot of the time co-ops come to-

gether at meetings so it was nice for us to get 

together, relax and have fun.  New, interested 

people were able to chat in a relaxed manner 

and to ask questions about co-ops rather than 

feeling daunted about coming to a general meet-

ing.  People were keen to do it again next year!õ 

 

For more information email Sarah at 

sstarky@hotmail.com.  

 

 

2012 Bursaries  

 
Over the last two years weõve awarded bursaries to twelve co-operatives in the South East Region which have ena-

bled them to hold events they may not have been able to fund otherwise.  In other cases the bursary helped make 

a planned event larger, or allowed for better publicity and weõre keen to offer bursaries again next year during the 

International Year of Co-operatives. 

 

We will be offering £250 bursaries for members to hold an activity which reflects co-operation in their communi-

ties.  The event could be held at any point during the year and you may apply for more than one bursary if you are 

planning a number of events. 

 

More details will be provided shortly but in the meantime, if you are planning to hold a co-operative event early in 

2012, get in touch with us now info@cooperatives-se.coop and weõll send you the information as soon as itõs avail-

able. 

 

 

mailto:sstarky@hotmail.com
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Bursary Case Study - Wave Design  in Hastings 

used their bursary to hold a photography competition called ôYours 

to Shareõ.  Nadiya Donovan said ôwe wanted to actively promote co-

operatives as much as we could.  To have the opportunity to create a 

co-operative inspired project that we could invite the local communi-

ty to take part in seemed too good an opportunity to miss. We have 

run events in recent years to promote the Co-operative spirit and 

they seem to be getting bigger and better every year so the bursary 

was very, very welcome.õ 

 

ôWe loved this yearõs theme of sharing and we all got very excited 

about the thought of a photo competition based on the theme as it 

ticked a lot of co-operative and creative boxes.õ 

 

ôThe entries we received ranged from a bird sharing food with its ba-

by to a father and daughter going for a walk along the beach.  Sharing 

is such a universal concept and everyone had their own take on what 

it meant to them.õ 

 

 

 

 

ôThere were 25 entrants and three winners were selected (see photos).  

Their photographs will be  mounted and framed in a bespoke reclaimed 

timber frame by a local company http://www.carbonframing.com/ - 

theyõll look amazing!õ  Nadiya added ôWe were able to promote co-

operatives in an engaging and community inspired way that also gave us 

another creative outlet.õ   

 

Waveõs bursary went 

towards the cost of 

holding the exhibition in 

a local gallery, hosting a 

preview night with wine 

and nibbles and bespoke 

frames.   

   

 

 

For more information visit www.wave.coop.  
 

 

Co-operatives South East is supported by:  

http://www.carbonframing.com/
http://www.wave.coop
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Co-operatives South Eastõs 2012 Conference 
 

Following on from the success of this yearõs Sustainability Conference in 

Reading back in March, we are busy working on next yearõs Conference 

which weõre delighted to announce will be held in conjunction with Co-

operatives London. 

 

The event, ôFair Enough? The Co-operative Journey for Fair Tradeõ will be 

held at Coin Street Housing Association in London on Wednesday 
7th  March, 2012  as part of Fair Trade Fortnight. 

 

The event will feature key note speakers from the fair trade world, will 

showcase fair trade co-operatives from around the two regions and will wel-

come international fair trade suppliers to talk about their experiences.  

There will also be the opportunity to sample exciting fair trade goods. 

 
More details will be available shortly, but in the meantime please put the 

date in your diaries for what weõre sure will be another ônot to be missedõ 

event. 
 

Other Events  
 
¶ Co-operatives UK 2011 Autumn Forum - bringing together the Secretaries Forum, Accountants Forum 

and CDB day into one event, to be held in Manchester on Tuesday 29 th  November .    

 

¶ Future Coops 2012  - the fourth conference hosted by Co-operative Futures will focus on ôFrom 2 to 20õ, 

the inspirational paper looking at how to take co-operatives from the current 2% GDP to 20% by the year 

2100.  The Conference will run from 27th to 29th January at Alexandra House near Swindon.  For more in-

formation visit www.futures.coop .  

 

¶ Co-operatives South East 2012 AGM - Tuesday 3rd July 2012 at a member location to be confirmed. 

 

¶ Co-operatives South East Board Meetings:  

¶ 29th November 2011 

¶ 2nd February 2012 

¶ 3rd July 2012  

¶ 9th October 2012 

 

¶ Co-operative Congress in Manchester - 29th October to 3rd November, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 has been designated as International Year of Co-operatives, by the United Nations.  The theme of the year 

will be ôCo-operative Enterprises Build a Better Worldõ and it was launched at the UNõs headquarters in New 

York, on 31st October, 2011. 

 

For more information visit the International Co-operative Allianceõs website at www.2012.coop or the Co-

operatives UK website at http://www.uk.coop/ourwork/iyc. 

 

 

http://www.uk.coop/autumn/
http://www.2012.coop/
http://www.uk.coop/ourwork/iyc

